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 The CIA's Scholarly Admiral

President Carter’s choxce of Admiral
Stznaf‘eld Turner to head the Central
Intelligence. Agency (CIA) seems as .
certain to be applauded as his first
pick, T "'heooore C. Sorensen was con{

trover"xal.
“Mr. Sorensen a pacxfxst Who had
been President Kennedy’s right-hand

" man, withdrew from consideration for
‘the CIA directorship after it became
en’dent that he would gain a mixed

Senate endorsement at best. Key Sena-
tors disposed toward him concluded
that he should withdraw because he

would be unlikely to win the confi- -

dence of the mnhtary community and

might be regarded skeptically by for- .
eizn intelligence agencies following his - -
. admission that he used classified docu- .
ments in writing his hxstory of the .
) ernnedv Admzmstratxon RIS

Admxral Tumer who currently 1s_'
. commander of allied forces in South- . .
- ern Europe, does not bring Mr. Soren- ...
.sen’s handicaps to the nomination. He
“could undergo some close questioning
"arnd collect some no votes from Sena- .
- tors dubious about any military man’s
heading the CIA. But the Senate is all :-
“butt certain to confirm the Navy’s own -

STAT

'nor blend of scholarshxp and Ieader-
. shlp L e

Indeéd Admiral Tumei""se'ems al-
most too good to be true. He and Pres-

‘ident Carter were classmates at the

Naval Academy, and he enjoys Mr.
Carter’s. respect and trust.-The Presi-
dent was 59th in the Class of *46; Ad-
miral Turner was 25th. He later .
became a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford

University (M.A. 1950). His brilliant
academic career presaged a swift rise

in the Navy—he ascended from ensign

. in 1946 to full admiral in 1975, the sec- .
ond post-World War II Annapolis grad-.
uate to achieve top rank. He had a sea -
command .in Vietnam waters during -

the Vietnam War and commanded a

“carrier task group in the Mediterra- -
~--'-._nean in 197172 when the. Soviet Navy .
" pressed- its buildup there. He served -
- for a while as director of the systems’

analysis division of the Office of Chief -

of Naval Operations before becommc

.. president-of the Naval War Coilege 1 in_
- Newport, R.L, where he enhvered the
‘-curricutum. He commanded the-U.S.
“Second Fleet after departmo the War
“College. : .27+ 07 in,

«2Admiral Tumer § carser has been

seT i et

)advment.of Admu'al Tumer asa supe-_:_‘

0 wholly in_the penod of Amencan-So-

" ciative as any other senior.U.S..

B ....-s-}- .

v1et arms competmon He is as appre-

military officer of the. magnitude: of ;
the Russian military- challenge and-
wary of simplistic: conclusions
about its meaning. His capacity for up-
tangling complexities is exhibited inan ,
essay published in the January issue of |
Foreign Affairs magazine in which he
 expresses concern over, the Soviet Na-
vy's expanding threat to the U S. Na- :
vy's sea-control mission. .. ’ ”
There is no easy answer, Admxral
“Turner argues in Foreign Affairs, to,
the question of which superpower is:
stronger at sea. He discusses the range
of Naval missions, assesses American
assets and deficits, and concludes that
“the U.S. Navy can still successfully
assert sea control; but in areas where
- the- enemy can. concentrate .we must
_allocate a higher percentage of our to-:
. tal forces than before, almost always:
mclude an atrcraft carrier, depend
~more and.more on. tactxcal mmatwe X

Admlral Turner is emmenﬂy fxtted
for ‘the post of CIA Director.’ He's;
. learned.and experienced in- strategic -
affairs. He is sophisticated in intelli-
gence matters Mr. Carter has ch

well
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